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 Acronym Meaning Additional Information 

A AOR Acknowledgement of 
Receipt 

Confirmation from IRCC of receipt of 
application. Also referred to as confirmation 

of submission. 

C CBSA Canada Border Services 
Agency 

 

 CIP Classification of 
Instructional Programs 

The Classification of Instructional Programs 
(CIP) is used to classify post-secondary 

education programs according to field of 
study in Canada. 

 CLB Canadian Language 
Benchmarks 

The Canadian Language Benchmarks (CLB) 
standard is a descriptive scale of language 

ability in English as a Second Language (ESL) 
written as 12 benchmarks or reference points 
along a continuum from basic to advanced. 

D DLI Designated Learning 
Institution 

A school in Canada that a student must be 
accepted at before they can qualify for a 

study permit (as of June 1, 2014). Consult 
the designated learning institutions list (DLI) 

for schools at the post-secondary level. 

E eTA Electronic Travel 
Authorization 

eTA is an entry requirement for visa-exempt 
foreign nationals travelling to Canada by air.  

F FN Foreign National A person who is not a Canadian citizen or a 
permanent resident. 

I IRCC Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada  

 IRPA Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act  

 IRPR Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Regulations  

L LOI Letter of Introduction 

A document sent from a visa office to confirm 
approval of a study permit. Applicants must 

present the letter when they arrive in Canada. 
 

N NOC National Occupational 
Classification 

The official system for governmental 
classification and description of occupations 
in the Canadian economy that identifies and 

categorizes occupations based on the 
training, education, experience and 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/designated-learning-institutions-list.html
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